Over the last decades, there has been increasing global concern about the sources, sinks, distributions, fates, and effects of environmental pollutants. The ubiquitous presence in the environment and the adverse effects on environment, biotic community, and human health of these pollutants make it necessary to develop analytical methods to identify them and their degradation products as well as to quantify them at low concentration levels.
Environmental chemistry in combination with analytical methods is a highly multidisciplinary science and covers many aspects that include (i) monitoring and identifying pollutants and their degradation/metabolic products at the low concentration levels in air, water, sediments, and biota; (ii) studying the toxicological effects of these pollutants in biota and human health; (iii) wasting utilization and management, among many others.
In this scenario this special issue of The Scientific World Journal is focused on determination of pollutants in all different environmental media. This topic is quite complex and broad as it is reflected by the diversity of the topic covered related to environmental analytical chemistry in the contributions.
As pointed before, quantification of pollutants in different environmental media is required to evaluate their fate. . Finally, another study (U. Mutman) presents a strategy based on the use of biomass to reduce waste, specifically, the reuse of olive oil waste ash as clay stabilizer and, in this way, close the gap in environmental field.
